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was nor could be any foundation for the affected
alarm, the alliances of modern States not being
determined by the family connections of their
sovereigns; and Spain, of all European States,
having the least motive for allying herself with a
Protestant Power against Catholic France. The
real grievance, if any, seems to have been that
Spain, under a Liberal Government, would not
have lent herself to the designs of the clerical party
at the Tuileries. If we may trust a report current
at the time, their plan was to replace the French
expeditionary corps that had won Mentana by an
equal number of Spanish troops, thus setting their
own soldiers free for service on the Rhine in case
of war. In this way the disagreeable alternative
between abandoning Pius IX. or driving Italy into
a second Prussian alliance would have been
evaded. At any rate, on no imaginable contin-
gency could it matter to France what became of
the Spanish throne, unless some service was
expected from its occupant in the event of a war
to be fought at the imperial convenience for the
disunion and dismemberment of Germany. And
Germany's great leader had a perfect right to offer
a challenge that none but an adversary bent on
quarrelling would have taken up.

As it happened, the adversary found himself
forced to fight on grounds that exhibited him much
more completely in his true character of wanton
aggressor and bully. In deference to public
opinion, and at his father's desire, the Hohen-
zollern Prince withdrew his candidature. France
scored a diplomatic victory; but the war party in
the Emperor's councils continued to play Bismarck's